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Japan Stop over. 

      
                                             Itinerary 

 Sunday 3rd April 2016   – Saturday 9th April 2016 

 

 

 
Day 1 ( 3

rd
 April) We will leave Brisbane on Sunday 3

rd
 April bound for Osaka via Singapore. 

On arrival we will take Mini Bus Private transfer to the Ancient capital of Japan for over 1000 years-
Kyoto. 
 
Day 2( 4

th
 April)  On arrival we will check into the Kyoto Royal Hotel and Spa in the centre of Kyoto 

and a short walk to Gion…the Geisha District and other sights. ( In previous years we have stayed at 



the Nishiyama Ryoken , due to our tour makeup this year, we think the Royal is a better option closer 
to everything and easy walking opportunities to explore a little)  
 
After settling in we will wander to Nishiki Markets where we will get our first taste of traditional Japan 
through the sites and sounds that abound….food, culture and interesting things are all around. 
 
Settle back into the hotel for a freshen up and relax and then we have dinner at a Japanese Izakaya 
or pub( Za Watami ) where the choice is wide and options many…..   a wander after dinner or an early 
night after the overnight flight. 
 
Day 3  (5

th
 April)   This morning we set off on our private bus for a visit to Arashiyama 

And you can stroll through the wonderful Arashiyama-Sagano district in Western Kyoto, an area of 
stunning beauty that was favoured by the noble classes 1,200 years ago. The bamboo forest is to be 
seen to be believed.Today, Arashiyama is considered to be Kyoto's second most-popular tourist 
destination. It is especially wonderful when the maples color the area bright red (until about mid-
December). This area is best explored on foot because there is something to see everywhere along 
the way, including wonderfully lush temple and shrine compounds, old private villas, and narrow 
streets lined with craft and souvenir shops. 

 
 
http://www.kyotoguide.com/ver2/thismonth/hanatouro-arashiyama11.html 
 
Along the way we will find some delicate Japanese Cuisine ! 

 

 

 

Stop 2 today is the World Cultural Heritage Golden Temple Kinkakuji featuring a shining 

golden pavilion and a pond-centered garden…….. 

Kinkaku-ji is one of Kyoto's leading temples. Its formal name is 
Rokuon-ji. It was built at the end of the 14

th
 century originally as 

a villa for Ashikaga Yoshimitsu, the shogun at the time. After  

Yoshimitsu's death, as indicated in his will, the building was 
converted into a temple of the Zen sect of Buddhism, which is 
famous for the practice of zazen, or religious meditation (a 
major method of Buddhist training, and method of meditation for 
establishing one's foundation in Zen Buddhism). The shining 
Kinkaku ("Golden Pavilion") is a symbol of Kyoto. This temple 
has been burnt down many times in the flames of war and other 
conflagrations, and more recently by arson, which incident has 

been made famous by Yukio Mishima's novel, Kinkakuji (The Temple of the Golden Pavilion). However, it was 
restored in 1955, with major improvement work being done on it in 1987, so that all of the gold leaf has been 
replaced. Recognized by UNESCO as a World Cultural Heritage, Kinkaku-ji is one of the historical buildings most 
representative of Japan. 

http://www.kyotoguide.com/ver2/thismonth/hanatouro-arashiyama11.html


 
The garden is designed to provide a view of different scenes while walking around a large pond called 
Kyoko-chiin its center, and accounts for about 93,000 of the 132,000 square meter temple grounds. 
The Kyoko-chi Pondalone takes up 60,600 square meters and includes islands of various sizes such 
as Naka-jima and Iwa-jima. There are also rocks and stones of unusual shapes. These islands have 
different shapes depending on the angle from which they are seen. The scene viewed from the 
Sekka-tei Cottage at the back of the hill is particularly impressive. The reflection of the golden pavilion 
on the water is also striking. 
 
On the way back to the hotel we stop at Nijo Castle. 
 
The gorgeous style of this castle was intended as a demonstration of Shogun Tokugawa Ieyasu 
(1542-1616)'s prestige.Nijo-jo Castle was the residence of the Tokugawa shoguns in Kyoto, who had 
been ruling Japan for over 260 years from 1603 to 1868, and it remains an eloquent testimony to their 
power. The wide moat, massive stone walls, and heavy yet elaborate gates are still impressive, and 
were the only fortifications the inhabitants felt necessary, so firm was their grip on power. The 
grounds are large and contain several lovely gardens as well as groves of plum and cherry trees. The 
palace building itself is imposing, yet upon closer examination, is rich in decorative detail. 
 
Inside the palace are several masterpieces of Japanese art, most notably the painted screens of the 
main chamber. In this room the shoguns met the daimyo (high-ranking warlord-administrators) who 
sought an audience. The screens were painted by artists of the Kano school and employ rich colors 
and large amounts of gilt to depict flowers, trees, birds and tigers. They were meant to impress. Also 
in the palace are the famous "nightingale floors," which were designed to squeak when stepped on 
and thus alert guards to any intruders. 

 
 

 

Home to the hotel for a relax…..maybe hit the surrounding shops and undercovered malls. 
Dinner tonight will be at a local restaurant to sample some more of the local cuisine. 
 
 
Day 4 ( 6th April) 
After breakfast this morning we take the local train ( have to try these out to experience real Japan) to  
Fushimi Inari Shrine. 
 
This intriguing shrine was dedicated to the god of rice and sake by the Hata clan in the 8th century. 
As the role of agriculture diminished, deities were enrolled to ensure prosperity in business 
enterprises. 



 
The magical, seemingly unending path of over 5000 vibrant orange torii gates that wind through the 
hills behind Fushimi Inari-taisha Shrine makes it one of the most popular shrines in Japan. The walk 
around the upper precincts is a pleasant day hike. It also makes for a delightfully eerie stroll in the late 
afternoon and early evening, when the various graveyards and miniature shrines along the path take 
on a mysterious air. 
 
This shrine, dedicated to the god of rice and sake in the 8th century, also features dozens of statues 
of foxes. The fox is seen as the messenger of the god of grain foods, Inari, and the stone foxes are 
often known by the same name. The keys often depicted in the fox mouths are keys to granaries. This 
shrine is the central location for some 40,000 Inari shrines throughout the entirety of Japan. 
 
It is also featured in Memoirs of a Gesiha…remember the young girl running between the beautiful 
Tori gates. 
 
After another gourmet adventure for lunch we are collected by our own private mini bus to be taken to 
the most famous temple in Kyoto……Kiyomizu Dera…the Cherry Blossoms are unreal ! 
 

 Stop 2 today  is Located halfway up Otowa Mountain in the eastern part of Kyoto City, 
Kiyomizu-dera is a historic temple that was established in 778, even before Kyoto became 
the capital of Japan.  
 
Since its foundation, the temple has burned down many times. Most of the current buildings 
were rebuilt by the third Shogun Tokugawa Iemitsu in the early Edo period (1631 to 1633).  
 
The Main Hall (Hondo) of the temple is designated as a national treasure. The temple has 
many other important cultural properties including the Deva gate, west gate, three-storied 
pagoda and bell tower. In 1994, it was registered on the UNESCO World Cultural Heritage 
List as one of the Historic Monuments of Ancient Kyoto. 
 
The two most famous places of the temple are the Main Hall, where the Eleven Headed and 
Thousand Armed Kannon Bodhisattva - which is famous for the power of answering prayers 
- is enshrined and Kiyomizu Stage, which is the veranda of the Main Hall extended over a 
precipice. 
 
Kiyomizu Stage was built using a special method; huge 12-meter high keyaki (Japanese 
Zelkova) pillars were assembled without using a single nail and the floor was installed using 
more than 410 cypress boards. The View of the city center of Kyoto from the Stage is 
magnificent. 
 
Kiyomizu-dera (the temple of clear water) was named after Otowa Waterfall. Water from a 
spring in the mountain has been falling there since its foundation. Fifteen colorfully-painted 
halls and pagodas stand in its verdant precincts. 
 The beauty of Kiyomizu-dera is enhanced by the cherry blossoms and fresh verdure in 
spring and colored leaves in autumn. It is well known as a landscape that represents Kyoto.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

Back to the Hotel for a rest before our farewell to Kyoto. 
 
Tonight we will vist Gion corner and take in the sights and sounds of Japan……this is the Moulin 
Rouge of Japan!  Dinner and show. 
 
Gion Corner is a place where you can take in seven kinds of performing arts, most notably kyo-mai 
dance performed by maiko dancers. Here you can see Japan's traditional performing arts in 'digest' 
form all on one stage. Located in Yasaka Hall next to the Gion Kobu Kaburenjo Theatre, the spot has 
a very international flavor, as it is shows amazing Japanese Culture. 

 
There is also a Maiko Gallery, where videos of dances, the hair decorations worn by maiko dancers, 
and other items are on display. 

 
 

 
Originating in Kyoto, kyo-mai is an elegant and dazzling dance performed by maiko 

dancers in beautifully ornate dress.  

 
The art of creating and enjoying arrangements made from flowers and other materials. 

 



This is the stylized tradition of steeping and serving tea to guests. The Corner 

performs the “ryurei” style of the Tea Ceremony, seating on stools, for visitors from 

foreign countries not used to kneeling on tatami. 

 
The koto is an ancient Japanese six-stringed zither traditionally played with ivory 

plectrums worn on the fingers, producing wonderful harmonies. 

 
Gagaku is the name for indigenous Japanese music and dance performed at the 

imperial court, shrines and temples. Gion Corner offers maigaku performances 

accompanied by dance. 

 
Kyogen is a form of theatre that portrayed life as it was in a comical manner.  

 
Bunraku, Japan’s traditional puppet theatre, was put on UNESCO’s list of 

Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity in 2003. 

 

 
Day5 (7

th
 April) 

 
This morning after breakfast and checkout we make our way to Kyoto station and the Tokkaido 
Shinkansen. We travel by bullet train to Hiroshima for our next highlight of Japan. 

 
About 2 hours by bullet train we arrive at Hiroshima station in Western Japan. 
We make our way to The Parkside Hotel which is home for the next two nights. 
 
After settling in we walk to the Peace Park and discover the events of August 6

th
 1945. 

 
The Peace Park is beautiful and tranquil and is deeply reflective. The museum dives us an insight into 
the reality of the atomic bomb. 
 

 
 
Afterwards we make our way to Hirsohima castle and the extensive grounds….all around will be 
Cherry Blossoms ! 
 
Home to the hotel for a freshen up and free time before we experience one of Japans most famous 
gourmet delights……Okonomiyuki…Japanese Pancake. 
If you are still up to it…Karioke tonight…another famous Japanese tradition. 



 
Then home for a good nights sleep. 
 
Day 6 ( 8

th
 April) 

 
This morning after breakfast we set off by private coach to Miyajima Island…one of the three must 
see spots in Japan. 
 

 
 

5 reasons you should visit Miyajima. 

1) It is the island where God dwells. There is a beauty born from that belief. 

 

Miyajima is believed to be the island where God dwells. It is said that Itsukushima Shrine is built in the 
coast because the whole island is believed to be God's body and is sanctified. Itsukushima Shrine 
was built in the end of sixth century and modified to the present building with its solemn appearance 
by Kiyomori Taira, who came into power for the first time as a warrior in 1168. It is located in the sea 
and has a bold structure because the shape changes by the rising and falling tide. Also, the scenery 
combined with the vermillion-lacquered shrine building, green virgin forest on the back and the blue 
sea duly symbolizes the Japanese sense of beauty. The beautiful scenery never ceases to attract 
visitors.  

2) Mysterious scenery in the morning and evening 

http://visithiroshima.net/things_to_do/attractions/shrines_and_temples/itsukushima_shrine.html
http://visithiroshima.net/things_to_do/attractions/shrines_and_temples/itsukushima_shrine.html


 

Itsukushima Shrine is lit up at night. The shrine's red color shines brightly and has a solemn beauty. 
Also, the shrine's graceful scenery in the sacred atmosphere in the morning is magnificent and you 
cannot miss it. To watch these two impressions, we recommend that you stay in Miyajima island. 
There are many traditional Japanese inns called ryokan in Miyajima and you can choose either a 
Western style or Japanese style room.  

There are ryokans where you can enjoy cuisine with local food or a spa as well as a room with no 
meals. There are also many other great points from which to choose a ryokan. Please enjoy a 
graceful time and have a good impression of the shrine.  

3) Visit solemn temples 

In Miyajima, there are many temples as well 
as Itsukushima Shrine. When you exit the shrine, you can see Daiganji Temple, which had craftsmen 
repair Itsukushima Shrine from the 13th century to the Meiji Restoration. 

http://visithiroshima.net/things_to_do/attractions/shrines_and_temples/itsukushima_shrine.html
http://visithiroshima.net/things_to_do/attractions/shrines_and_temples/itsukushima_shrine.html
http://visithiroshima.net/things_to_do/attractions/shrines_and_temples/itsukushima_shrine.html


Among 4 Buddha statues, Yakushinyoraizazou was created by Kuukai (who is also known as 
Kouboudaishi, one of the most famous priests in Japanese history) in the 10th century.  

In the hill on the left of Itsukushima Shrine, there are the Five-Storied Pagoda and Senjyokaku. The 
Five-Storied Pagoda built in 1407 is brilliant vermillion-colored and the atmosphere is really gorgeous. 
It was built with Zen Buddhism construction techniques introduced from China. Senjyokaku, which is 
adjacent to the pagoda, was founded by Hideyoshi Toyotomi, who unified Japan in the age of 
provincial wars to hold a memorial service for war dead in 1587. However, it is left unfinished due to 
Hideyoshi's death. The gold leaf is painted on the tiles of the building. If the work had been 
completed, the entire temple would be painted in magnificent gold leaf. 

There is another sightseeing spot, Daishouin, which is located to the west of Itsukushima Shrine by a 
10-minute walk. It is said that Kuukai (Kouboudaishi) created this temple in 806 after 100 days of 
ascetic training in Misen. Daishouin had conducted festival events of Itsukushima Shrine until the 
Meiji Restoration that changed all kinds of fields including politics, education, economy, and religion. 
Many Buddha statues and Mido (temple halls) are enshrined in the spacious premises and many 
great people had worshiped and visited here since ancient times. Also, there are an array of shrines 
and temples worth visiting such as Kiyomori Shrine and the treasure hall. If you visit these spots with 
a map, you can feel that Miyajima has been the object of worship for people. 

4) Sublime and attractive nature and four seasons' beauty of Misen. 

 

The vast extent of site is mostly covered by virgin forest where many kinds of plants live only in 
Miyajima, and 431.2 hectares of the site is included in the World Heritage Site.  

You can go to the top of Mt. Misen (535 meter above sea level) by a cable car and on foot, and it is 
very good to climb while enjoying trekking on foot. On the top, there is a group of giant rocks and you 
can enjoy the view of the scenic Seto Inland Sea from the viewing platform.  

In Miyajima, which is believed to be a divine island from ancient times and where rich nature is left 
undeveloped, you can enjoy the various seasonal impressions of beautiful scenery such as cherry 
blossoms in spring and red leaves in autumn.  

5) Walk, taste and experience  

http://visithiroshima.net/things_to_do/attractions/shrines_and_temples/itsukushima_shrine.html
http://visithiroshima.net/things_to_do/attractions/shrines_and_temples/daishoin_temple.html
http://visithiroshima.net/things_to_do/attractions/shrines_and_temples/itsukushima_shrine.html
http://visithiroshima.net/things_to_do/sports_and_activities/trekking/mt_misen.html
http://visithiroshima.net/things_to_do/attractions/shrines_and_temples/daishoin_temple.html
http://visithiroshima.net/things_to_do/attractions/shrines_and_temples/itsukushima_shrine.html
http://visithiroshima.net/things_to_do/sports_and_activities/trekking/mt_misen.html


 

Omote-Sando is the main street from the port to Itsukushima Shrine and there are a lot of souvenir 
shops on both sides of the street. You can enjoy souvenir shopping for an artwork such as Shamoji, a 
rice scoop, well-known Momiji manju, a bun with a bean-jam filling made from maple leaves, and 
other crafts. It is unique pleasure in Miyajima to taste fresh Momiji manju in the storefront across the 
street. Also, there are many restaurants which offer well-known conger eel and grilled oysters. They 
satisfy visitors' appetites. Furthermore, there is Machiya (traditional townhouses) Street in the back 
street. 

There are many ateliers, cafes and restaurants, and you can feel the atmosphere from ancient times. 
If you would like to enjoy Miyajima more proactively, a sea kayak is recommended. You can paddle all 
the way around Miyajima while seeing the Torii, the sacred Shinto gateway, and enjoying the 
landscape of Miyajima from the sea.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://visithiroshima.net/things_to_do/attractions/shrines_and_temples/itsukushima_shrine.html
http://visithiroshima.net/things_to_do/attractions/historical_places/miyajima_machiya_street.html


We then travel by coach to Iwakuni and the Kintai Bridge. 

A castle town facing the Sea of Aki to the east. Its Kintaikyo Bridge is known as 

one of the Japan's three great bridges. 

 

Iwakuni is situated in the easternmost part of Yamaguchi, on the west coast of the Sea of Aki in the 
Seto Inland Sea. Iwakuni Castle was built by a warlord in the Kikkawa family early in the 17th century. 
The castle was demolished under orders of the Tokugawa Shogunate seven years later, but was 
reconstructed in the middle of the 20th century. The castle houses a historical museum, and you can 
enjoy a panoramic view of Iwakuni from the observation deck on the top floor of the castle tower. 

The Nishiki River running through the city is spanned by Kintaikyo Bridge, the symbol of Iwakuni. 
Measuring about 200 meters in length and 5 meters in width, this wooden, quintuple arched bridge is 
a unique assembly of timbers built without the use of a single nail, and is known as one of Japan's 
three great bridges. 

Kikko-koen Park, the site of the feudal lord Kikkawa's former residence, is dotted with ditches and 
plaster-walled buildings surrounded by mud fences that show you how the houses of the samurai of 
those days looked. In the park is the substantially built Iwakuni Historical Art Museum. Also worth 
visiting is the Iwakuni Choko-kan Museum, built during World War II, in which exhibits, artifacts, and 
documents relating to the Kikkawa family are on display. 

Iwakuni is also known as the habitat of a rare species of white snakes, designated as a natural 
monument of Japan. You can see them in the White Snake Park, about a 5-minute walk from Kintai-
kyo Bridge. 

Our farewell dinner tonight is at Sanzoku….the Pirates lair or Pirate Hearth ! The charcoal chicken is 
a must as is the hearty pirate beer ! A really great traditional end to our Japanese taster . 

Irori Sanzoku loosely translated means "The hearth of the mountain pirates." It single-handedly 
proves that romanticized bandits are profitable in any culture. Anchored by a decent restaurant, this 
mountain tourist trap is endearingly excessive and alarmingly charming. Fortunately, there's no 
swarthy Japanese pirate dress code. 

The restaurant, itself an interesting building, is surrounded by a village portion with numerous rustic 
stalls selling hand-made udon, local goods and touristy trinkets. Numerous structures and objects 
designed to invoke images of past Japanese society are used to create the atmosphere of a village 
that time passed by. The "waterfall" coming off the highest point around is a nice touch. 

The woodland path behind the main building is actually an attraction by itself. A cobblestone path 
wanders around, past a small shrine and over small rivers. The village is always dressed up for the 
current holiday season . 

The restaurant is known for several dishes as well as above average handmade udon. First, 
Sanzoku-Yaki (charcoal roasted chicken) is quite flavorful and recommended. Sanzoku-Udon with 



high quality sumeragi beef and Sanzoku's oversized musubi rice ball are also favorites of visitors. The 
prices are reasonable and you can also take home the food with a Sanzoku-Bentou (lunch box). 

 

 

Back to the hotel for a good nights sleep . Sayonara to Japan. 

 

Day 7 ( April 9
th

) 

After a leisurely breakfast and a stroll down the Hiroshima mall for last minute shopping, we are off for 
our flight to Paris. 

Bullet train back to Osaka and then off to Paris on our evening flight. 

We are due to land in Paris on the afternoon of the10th April. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 


